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ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, January 29 @ 4pm, SoG North 

 

Annual meeting date:  January 29, 4:00pm, North Campus followed by a congregational meal. Agenda 
includes approving the 2016 Annual Report, the new constitution & the 2017 Spending Plan as well as voting 

for council members.  
 

A freewill offering to be received toward summer Camp 2017 & ELCA Youth Gathering 2018 

 

Christmas Celebration  
At Spirit of Grace 

 

Spirit of Grace celebrated the birth of our Savior 
with three festive and inspiring Christmas Eve  

Candlelight services. Over 350 worshipers shared 
in the singing of Christmas carols and the celebra-

tion of Holy Communion. Our choirs and praise 
teams provided wonderful music and dozens of  

volunteers made Christmas Eve a special  
and holy night. 

 

Spirit of Grace participated for the 3rd year in the 
New Port Richey Christmas Parade. Many of our 

youth and adults rode or walked along handing out 
beads & candy.  

 

The Youth group went on a ride on a flatbed around 
a couple of neighborhoods in Trinity caroling along 

the way. Many people came out to listen! 
 

The Christmas Cantata was presented to BOTH 
Campuses with singing, Bells and the Children’s 
Nativity all while sharing the Christmas message.  

 

Hundreds of people in need of assistance received 
baskets from our Food Pantries and many of you 

helped fill those baskets. 
 

A special thank you to EVERYONE who assisted in 
any way with our Advent and Christmas services 

and ministry events! 
More pictures on page 7 

Upcoming in January 
 

Financial Forum & Constitutional Review 
This year the Financial Forum to go over the 2017 
Spending Plan will be joined with an overview of 
the new/updated SoG Constitution & Congrega-

tional Structure. Date/time to be announced. 

Cantata Choir above Bell Choir below 

Spirit of Grace’s float in the NPR Christmas Parade 
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About Spirit of Grace 

 

 

Who To Contact   

 

We are a caring and welcoming congregation whose 
mission is: As Christ’s people in motion we connect, 
grow, and serve. 
 

We are ONE congregation 
with TWO worshiping campuses 

NORTH Campus & Office 
9525 Hudson Ave 
Hudson, FL 34667 
Worship  
  Saturday 5:00 pm (Contemporary) 
  Sunday 8:30 am (Contemporary)  
  11:00 am (Traditional) 
Sunday School Sunday 9:40 am  

SOUTH Campus: Soon to be Under Construction 
8812 Old County Rd 54 
New Port Richey, FL 34653 
Worship:  11:30am at Dobies Chapel directly  
       across the street 
  (Choir at 10am in classroom @ South building) 

Mailing Address :9525 Hudson Ave 
Hudson, FL  34667 

 

Telephone 727-376-0919   
Fax:  877-647-1818  

www.soglutheran.org 

Pastoral Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Rita Gardner Tweed,  
Lead Pastor 
     Ph: 813-230-4907 
     Email: tlprrita@soglutheran.org 
      
 

The Rev. Dave Kruger,  
Sr. Ministry & Spiritual Care 
     Ph: 727-247-2982 
     Email: pastordave@soglutheran.org 
     Pastor Dave works Tue, Thurs, & Sun Afternoon 

Deb Boland, Parish Secretary, 727-376-0919 
churchoffice@soglutheran.org 
 

Linda Phipps, Bookkeeper, 727-376-0919 
bookkeeper@soglutheran.org 
 

Christina Brennan, Sun Musician 8:30 & 10:10 am 
services (727) 645-2571  christib8766@yahoo.com 
 

Bob Sacco, Sat North Musician 5:00 pm service 
727-815-5757  rmsaco55@aol.com 
 

Karen Pudleski, North Musician 11:30 am service 
(727) 944-5508   karen115@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Debbie Bryant, South Musician 11:30 am service  
727-967-5201  debenl@aim.com 
 

Deacon Janet Boland, Volunteer Project Coordinator, 
727-207-7835 vpc@soglutheran.org 

Paul Boivin  Vice President 727-389-5724 

Jim Clifford  Treasurer  813-528-1021 

Sharon Griffin  Secretary  727-808-6490 

Ken Key    813-416-8208 

Charlene Lee    727-844-0412 

Erik Reisner    727-534-7825 

Lou Vuozzo  President  727-389-2167 

Elaine Waldrup   727-815-1117 

Church Council Members 

Let Us Know   
Please let the church office know if someone is ill, 
hospitalized or in need of spiritual care.  Hospitals 
do not call churches.  At times we do not find out 
someone is hospitalized until they are home.  
Telephone 727-376-0919. 

The deadline for the March issue  
of The GracePlace is February 20th 

Home Communion 
Spirit of Grace has a team of trained Home 
Communion Visitors. If you or a family  
member are not currently being visited and 
would like to receive a visit, please contact 
the church office at 376-0919. 

The next church council meeting will be on Tuesday, 
February 14, 7:00 pm at the North Campus. 

Trinity New Start @ Trinity Sportsplex 
11514 Pyramid Dr., Odessa 
Worship 
 1010 am Contemporary 
 11:10am Learning Time 
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Dear Spirit of Grace Church Family, 
 
 

 

 

Welcome to 2017! 
The first gospel reading of the New Year on 
January 1, 2017 was about Joseph and 

how he courageously followed what the Angel of the Lord told 
him; moving his young family multiple times and protecting the 
baby Jesus from the terror of King Herod.  Many times, Joseph 
listened to the Angel of the Lord and took action -- he took that 
next Leap of Faith.   
 

To connect with Joseph and give oomph to our own faith in this 
New Year – enter a video clip from American Ninja Warrior!  
What was great about using this clip is how folks began to root 
for the contestant – his strength, speed, agility, and leap after 
leap after leap to make it through the course in time to slam the 
buzzer to stop the clock! 
 

Spirit of Grace – we have been taking leap after leap after leap of faith in many ways including the sale of the 
South Campus property.  We are poised now for the next Leap of Faith into 2017 that was an integral part of 
the congregation’s discussion, vote & sale of the South Campus:  a capital appeal.  More than identifying the 
need for a capital appeal for furnishing the new facility and renovating the North Campus, including the roof – 
it’s about identifying that God is calling Spirit of Grace forward to be a grace place for people to grow closer to 
God & one another; to be a grace place in the community. 
 

Together with the council, a plan for the capital appeal is coming together.  Keep reading the newsletter for 
info and opportunities to take that next Leap of Faith at SoG in 2017. 
 

Happy New Year! See you in Worship,  

Pr. Rita Gardner Tweed, Lead Pastor 
 

Thank You - Dear SoG Church Family, 
Many thanks to you and to the council for the thoughtful Christmas cards and love gifts at this most 
special and holy time of year.  There is such joy among us & that’s one of the treasured gifts of our 
ministry time together.  
With appreciation for you, Pr. Rita 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
The church office will be closed Dec 

January 16 in honor of  
MLK Day. 

In case of an emergency, please call  
Pastor Rita at 813-230-4907. 

Grief Support Group 
Sunday, February 12, 2pm SoG North 

 

Past grief support groups have been very helpful in 
the lives of Spirit of Grace disciples who have "lost 
a loved one"- husband, wife, child, parent, sibling, 
etc.  Pastor Dave is ready to start a new support 
group, but there are questions:  shall we meet at 
North or South Campus? what day of the week?  

what time?  etc. 
 

Come to North Campus, Sunday afternoon, Febru-
ary 12, 2:00 p.m. to help with the planning for this 
support ministry.  Your input is needed as we pre-
pare to serve the most people and be most effec-

tive. See you there!  Peace, Pastor Dave 

Guest Gathering   
Sunday, Jan22 @ 1:15pm, North Campus 

All folks interested in making Spirit of Grace their 
church home are invited to a Guest Gathering with Pr. 
Rita and one of the council for a time of ‘Church Chat 
& God Talk’ – where you bring the agenda items you 
want to discuss and we also get to know one another 
better as we come together in this community of faith.   

Please Email Pr. Rita asap at                                   
tlprrita@soglutheran.org if you plan on attending! 

mailto:tlprrita@soglutheran.org
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The SoG Council & Pr. Rita are pleased to announce our consultant for 
the capital appeal:  Pr. Charles ‘Chick’ Lane 
 

Pastor Chick Lane serves as Pastor for Stewardship and Generosity at Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church in Maple Grove, Minnesota.  Previously he worked as a consultant 
with Kairos and Associates, and served as Director of the Center for Stewardship 
Leaders at Luther Seminary, Director for Stewardship Key Leader in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, Assistant to the Bishop in the Northwestern Minnesota 
Synod of the ELCA, and pastor of three congregations, one in Pennsylvania and two 
in Minnesota. 
 

He is the co-author of Embracing Stewardship: How to put stewardship at the heart 
of your congregation’s life, the author of Ask, Thank, Tell: Improving Stewardship 
Ministry in Your Congregation, and the author of two annual stewardship programs, 
Because of God’s Great Mercy and Walk with Jesus. 
 

Pastor Rita has had the pleasure of working with Pr. Chick on several Stewardship 
Training events for the FBSynod several years ago.  He is very personable, with a passion and heart for 
God’s people and Embracing Stewardship. Copies of his book will be available!  Ask Pr. Rita for one! 
 

According to the original plan, the costs for the capital appeal & consultant are covered through the dollars 
from the sale of the Floramar property.   

   Save the Dates  Save the Dates      Save the Dates 
 

Pr. Chick will be at SoG the weekends of Feb 4-6; Mar 3-5, and Mar 31, April 1-2.  Save these weekends to 
meet with Pr. Chick Lane and be involved.  There will be 8 to 9 teams formed for the appeal; the target appeal 
amounts will be figured out that first weekend. 
 

God is calling us forward to this Leap of Faith 2017 

 Thank you from Mr. Chad Maesse, Principal Esther’s School 
 
Dear Pastor Rita & the Spirit of Grace Family, 
 
I just wanted to take a moment to thank you all from the absolute bottom of my heart.  You folks have had 
such a positive impact on our school and these children year and year again.  Back-to-back years, you have 
gone out of your way with such short notice and selflessly blessed these children with gifts.  It is a private 
school, however, a lot of students come from hardship circumstances and those gifts make them feel so spe-
cial.  You didn’t just write a card which is beyond plenty, but you sent multiple gifts for every child and took 
the time to get some great gifts. 
 
We are honored to call this Church home and will continue our best to 
provide love & support for any area we can. Thank you for being so for-
giving when we make mistakes and so supportive when we need help.  
This partnership has been amazing and I truly cannot thank you enough.  
You have no idea how much we, together, have impacted these chil-
dren’s lives.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, Principal Chad 
Esther’s School @ Spirit of Grace 
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Youth Group & Confirmation 
Schedule Resuming February 2017 

Meetings are Sunday 5-7 pm @ North Campus; always beginning with a lite  
meal  — Thank you Fellowship Teams & Parents!       Carpool available if you live  
closer to South Campus – Contact your youth leader for your group with the  
phone number below, if you want to be in the carpool leaving from South Campus. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL Schedule that begins after a lite meal will be: 
1st Sunday of the Month:  Serving – we will do varieties of different types of serving projects. (confirmands 
will come at 4 pm for confirmation class before dinner/serving nite – this is the only variation on the schedule) 
2nd Sunday: Beach Worship – @ Hudson Beach (may need a few parents to help carpool over and back) 
3rd Sunday:  Discovery – (learning in groups:  6th grade; Confirmation; High School ) 
4th Sunday:  Recreation – youth pick: movie, bowling, board games, field games, Wii, etc. . . . .  
5th Sunday:  A Combination – of all of the above. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/CONFIRMATION CLASSES 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month is confirmation class. 
2nd & 4th Sundays will be youth group.  
 1st Sunday of the month starts @ 4pm with a meal & service following class. 
 3rd Sunday of the month starts @ 5pm which starts with the meal then class. 
 

6TH GRADE YOUTH GROUP 
This group meets every Sunday 5pm @ SoG North. They will have a meal with all, then meet as a separate 
group when necessary. 
 

NEW ELEMENTARY GROUP 1st & 3rd Sundays @ 5pm @ SoG North. They will share a meal with all 
the other groups then split off to do their own session. 
 

Youth Group Leaders:   
 Elementary Youth (1st-5th grade) - Elaine Waldrup 727-457-3128 & Sarah Conaway 317-417-9529 
 6th Grade - Kevin Bixler 727-657-8004 & Lorri Vuozzo 727-389-2363 
 Middle Schoolers (7th & 8th Grades) - Vicki Bixler 727-657-8004 
 High Schoolers (9th - 12th Grades) - Kristie Beaudry 727-868-3453 
 Confirmation Teachers - Deacon Darlene Weikel 727-514-5164, Ken Key 813-416-8208 & Pastor Rita 

813-230-4907 

Groundbreaking 
 

Thursday, December 15 was the Groundbreaking Event with Plato Academy/Superior Schools.  It was the 
best uplifting, spirit-filled, children singing and dancing, dirt turning celebration of the transformative and on-

going holy use of the property for learning and spiritual development! 
 

Thanks to everyone who attended, provided goodies and to Harold for getting & painting the  
15 groundbreaking shovels! Pictures below & on page 6 

Groundbreaking Shovels  Pastor Rita in the Front Loader   Groundbreaking with Plato Academy & Spirit of Grace 
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Thrivent Simply Giving     

Giving Simplified!  Spirit of Grace disciples have the option of automatic giving for their 
tithes and offerings.  SOG is participating in Thrivent’s “Simply Giving” program. This 

means that members may choose to have their offerings automatically deducted from a 
checking account, savings account, or a credit card. If you like to ‘get points’ on a particu-

lar credit card – Simply Giving is for you!  Once you sign up, your giving happens auto-
matically, when you choose, for as long as you choose.   Authorization forms are available 
in the Narthex at BOTH Campuses. To turn in your forms, place in an envelope and place 

in the offering plate or drop off to the church office.  

Save the Date 
 

January 29 ~ Spirit of Grace Annual Meeting 
with Potluck after meeting, hosted by youth, 4pm 
SoG North  
 

March 1 ~ Ash Wednesday 

March 8, 15, 22, 29 & April 5 ~ Wednesdays in 
Lent  
 

March 12 ~ Daylight savings starts 

April 9 ~ Palm Sunday 

April 13 ~ Maunday Thursday 

April 14 ~ Good Friday 

April 15 ~ NO Saturday Service 

April 16 ~ Easter  

Live Simply 2017 Commitment Card giving response so far:  
It is moving and meaningful to see folks on their way to receiving communion, bring their annual 
giving commitment cards and place them in the offering plate as a response of thanksgiving to 
God’s Grace in our lives and in our world.  So far, 102 Giving Commitment Cards have been 
turned in that total $243,548 for the 2017 SoG mission plan.  That’s about 20 households less 
than 2016 with their giving intention and $18,000 less than 2016.  
 

You may still turn in a commitment card into the offering plate or the office. A reminder that if you need to  
adjust your Giving Commitment at any time, it just takes a simple call to our SoG bookkeeper, Linda Phipps, 
to communicate your new giving intention.   
Sharing your giving intention is the best way for your congregation to plan and carry out our making-a-
difference mission:  As Christ’s People in motion, we connect, grow and serve.   

Thrivent Action Team Luncheon 
Monday, February 20, 11am SoG North 

Thrivent Members are invited to a free luncheon & 
meeting about Thrivent Action Teams. Our Thrivent  
Representative will be there to help apply for Action 

Team money.  

Steve  
Christopoulos 
CEO of Superior 
Schools 
& Pastor Rita 
Gardner Tweed, 
Lead Pastor of 
Spirit of Grace 

Plato Academy 
children sang 
& danced at 
the ground-
breaking  

Pastor Rita gets 
excited moving 
dirt in the front  
loader 
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Do you shop Amazon? If so, this is for you! 
 

Spirit of Grace has registered with AmazonSmile and YOU 
can help SoG earn money by simply shopping! 
 

What is AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at  www.smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low 
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as amazon.com, with the added     bonus that Am-
azon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from 
nearly one million organizations to support.  
 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to  www.smile.amazon.com on your computer or mobile device. You may 
also want to add a bookmark to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. 
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked 
“Eligible for     AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchas-
es and subscription renewals are not currently eligible. 
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding 
or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same. Just log-in and make sure to go to 
www.smile.amazon.com and then shop! 
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 
On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to  
receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and 
then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 
 

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate? 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile pur-
chases. The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and   excluding shipping & 
handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or   service charges. From time to time, we may offer special,       limited 
time promotions that increase the donation amount on one or more products or services or provide for addi-
tional      donations to charitable organizations. Special terms and       restrictions may apply. Please see the 
relevant promotion for complete details. 
 

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile? 
Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by you. 
 

AmazonSmile Donations to Charitable Organizations 
100% of the donation amount generated from your eligible purchase on AmazonSmile will be donated. The 
donation amounts generated by your purchases are combined with the donation amounts from all other cus-
tomers that selected the same organization, and each quarter the AmazonSmile Foundation makes donations 
to registered charitable organizations by electronic funds transfer. Donations are generally transferred ap-
proximately 45 days after the end of each calendar quarter.  

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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Quilting Ministries At Spirit of Grace 
Prayers & Squares 
Prayers and Squares will meet the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the Month @ 6:45 pm. Please contact 
Mae Haines for more info 863-4329  
 

The purpose of Prayers and Squares is to promote prayer through the use of quilts. Our 
motto is: "It's not about the quilt: it's all about the prayers". We are in need of volunteers at both 
campus’.  You need not be a seamstress to be part of our 
ministry basic sewing skills are all that is needed. 
How to Give a Gift of Prayer in the Form of Quilt?  
It is NOT appropriate to surprise someone with a prayer 
quilt. You must first ask the person you are considering 
giving this gift of prayer to if they would accept it. You then 
respect their answer. To request a quilt please fill out a 
form that is located in the narthex of each Campus.  

REHEARSAL TIMES 
Praise Team      Chancel Choir   
 

South—Thursdays, 8pm @ Christina’s Home    South—Sundays 10:00 am  
North—Tuesdays 7:15 pm @ North       North—Thursdays 6:30 pm 
    

We offer Chancel Choirs that sing at the Traditional Services. We would like to invite any-
one who loves to sing praises to God and singing in a choir to join! The South Choir is directed by Debbie 
Bryant 727-967-5201, the North Choir is directed by Karen Pudlewski (727) 944-5508 
 

The NORTH Campus Praise Team sing at both Saturday 5:00 pm and Sunday 10:10 am services and is  
directed by Bob Sacco (Saturday) (727) 815-5757 and Christina Brennen (Sunday) (727) 645-2571. The 
Praise Team at the SOUTH Campus sings at the Sunday 8:30 am service and is directed by Christina Bren-
nan. Both teams offer different musical styles, reaching out to multiple generations and are always looking for 
additional singers and instrumentalists. 

Sew And Sews  
 

The Sew and Sews quilting ministry meets, 
Thursdays 9:30-11:30 am SoG North 

Starting October 6th.   
This quilting group makes quilts that are distribut-
ed all over the world through Lutheran World Re-
lief.  For more information see www.lwr.org or call 

the church office.  

Spiritual Care Ministry 
Thanks be to God for the care & compassion provided 
to those in need through the regular and ongoing Spir-
itual Care Ministry at Spirit of Grace. This ministry is 
available to all ages. Plus, there are 98 folks at SoG 
80 to 100+ years of age and it’s the church’s privilege 
to serve all in times of need.  In addition to Pr. Dave 
Kruger & Pr. Rita GT,  the following folks are trained 
compassionate caregivers & make regular visits.     
Expect to see them!  Welcome them! This is the 
church family caring for the church family or as Luther called it,  “The Priesthood of All Believers” 
empowered to carry out the ministry of Christ our Lord.   
 

Communion Visitors:   Mae Haines, Deacon Janet Boland, Kathy Yovanovits, Karin Beeten,  
Marie Ban, Bob Abbey, Nanci Larson,  
Hospital & Rehab Center Calls: 
Bob Abbey, Suzanne Granger, Karin Beeten, Sharon Burke, Deacon Jay Kane,  Ilona O’Connor, 
Mae Haines, Kathy Yovanovits, Carol Coleman, Deacon Janet Boland & Carol Koob 
Stephen Ministers:  Ilona O’Connor, Deacon Janet Boland, Deacon Jay Kane, Sharon Burke 
 

Be sure to contact Deacon Janet Boland if you or your loved one is in need of home communion or a 
visit at 727-207-7835. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.slideplayer.com%2F14%2F4339838%2Fslides%2Fslide_3.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fslideplayer.com%2Fslide%2F4339838%2F&docid=3RGHo5wnOdv-TM&tbnid=52nvZQlCdLd0-M%3A&w=960&h=600&bih=651&biw=1366&ved=0ahUK
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Women’s Monthly Bible Study 

MORNING Women's Bible Study 
ON HOLD FOR NOW  Call the church office if you would like to help with this bible study, 727-376-0919.  

 

AFTERNOON Women's Bible Study -Tuesday, 1:00 pm  
(4th Tuesday of the month) Call Mae Haines at 727 863 4329 for location.  

Graceful Seniors 
Our next scheduled planning meeting is Tuesday, February 14, 1:30 pm, at Carole Coleman’s home. 

 

January Saturday Brunch 
Saturday, January 21st, 11am 

The program will be an Old Fashion Hymn Sing Along with Ken Sawotka on the accordion. 
Sign up on the clip board in the Narthex @ North, with Homai Patel at Dobies  

or Janet Boland at the Sportsplex 
 

109 Years of Broadway at Ruth Eckerd Hall, Monday, February 13, 2017 
Back for its annual celebration of Broadway’s greatest songs from its finest shows. Where:  Ruth 
Eckerd Hall, Time:  Leaving from New Port Richey at 9:45 am, Lunch is at 11:00 am & Show is at 
1:00 pm. Cost:  $32 includes show and buffet lunch. Make checks payable to Spirit of Grace and 

mail to Will & Homai Patel, Carpooling:  Pay the driver $5 
 

February Saturday Brunch 
Saturday, February 18, 11am 

The program will be a representative from Crime Prevention Commission on safety for seniors.. 
Sign up on the clip board in the Narthex @ North, with Homai Patel at Dobies  

or Janet Boland at the Sportsplex 

Home Communion Visitation 
If you would like to be a Home Communion Server, please contact Pastor Dave Kruger or Janet Boland If you 

were a Home Communion Server and are no longer doing so, please return your communion kit. 

A LONG LESSON IN GOD’S LOVE 
Tuesdays, 6pm @ SoG North 

 

Our Spirit of Grace Tuesday evening Bible Study group began in June 2016 the interesting but daunting task 
of reading aloud and discussing the entire Bible from the Genesis creation stories through Revelations.  It will 
literally be a very long lesson in understanding God’s unfathomable love for his rebellious people throughout 
history.  
 

Typically we read aloud and discuss three to five Bible chapters (about 1 ½ hours) with one psalm each ses-
sion.   So far we have read the first four books of the Bible.  We end each session with The Lord’s Prayer. 
Some of us have never been involved in an Old Testament Bible study, but have done multiple New Testa-
ment studies.  Why is that?  Has the love of God changed for his chosen people, or have the chosen people 
changed because of God’s love?  
 

Please join our lively class Tuesday evening January 3rd when we continue weekly readings with Deuterono-
my at 6:00 p.m. as  we peruse God’s Holy Bible and pray to his holy name. 
Good and Gracious God, be with us as we study the Good Book which tells of your everlasting love for the 
people you have created in your image.  Be with us in our everyday struggles to understand how you can 
continue to love us even when we know we are not worthy of such love.  With your outpouring of copious 
amounts of love for us here on earth, we can get a foretaste of our promised eternity in heaven.  Amen  
    

Contact Person: Gene Kortier 727 819 2008 or gkortier@tampabay.rr.com 
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You’ve Got Mail!   

Spirit of Grace has a mounted mail box or communication box at each campus.  The communication box is 
for you to provide ministry input &/or feedback, share ministry ideas, provide a ministry compliment, ask 

questions, get information, generate a conversation on a ministry area/topic.  

If you are providing feedback, also be sure to include your idea to make it better for next time.   
Look for responses in the monthly newsletter. 

You’ve Got Mail Answers 
No new mail! 

ARE YOU A THRIVENT MEMBER? 
Please let the office know if you are a Thrivent Member and have not yet been contacted to 
submit toThrivent for an Action Team.  Action Teams from Thrivent began in 2013 and have 
been used periodically at SoG to help with the Food Pantry and Memorial Gardens.  Thanks 

to Sev Galati, our SoG Thrivent agent for helping to launch us into submitting a bunch of 
Action Team applications in October.  And to Sharon Burke & Elaine Waldrup for continuing 
to shepherd this program.  Action Teams are ministry ideas that when accepted by Thrivent 
are supported with t-shirts, advertising materials for Thrivent and $250.00 gift card as seed 

money for that action team ministry focus.   
 

So far 17 Thrivent Action Team applications have been submitted and they have all been accepted.  This has 
generated $4250 new dollars to launch the Trinity New Start with signs and advertising, etc plus helping to 

furnish items for SoG Community Events.  There are about 25+ Thrivent Members.  The goal is to begin tak-
ing full advantage of the seed money throughout the year as Thrivent Members can submit two  

Action Teams per year!   
 

Special Thanks to these Thrivent Members who submitted for Action Teams: Sharon Burke, Barb & John  
Calnan, Don & Charlotte Christensen, Gerry Gentry, Ken Key, Gene & Judy Kortier, Sharon & Don 

McTeer, Milt & Marilyn Moll, Bob Morrison, Pam Perry, Dona & Stan Watson & MaryAnn Weikel 
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Database Updates 
Do you have a new email?  Are you getting emails 

from Spirit of Grace?  Do you have a new Cell 
Phone? Please be sure to send any new email 
update to churchoffice@soglutheran.org ASAP!  

Sending as much communication out as possible 
by email keeps postage costs lower, and we want 

to stay in contact with you! Thank you! 

Birthdays in January & February 

 Sat 5:00 Sun 10:10 Sun 11:30 Total 

Avg Nov 2016 30 64 25 119 

Avg Nov 2015 31 67 18 116 

November SoG NORTH Campus 

 Sun 8:30 Sun 11:30 Total 

Avg Nov 2016 64 27 91 

Avg Nov 2015 64 30 94 

November SoG SOUTH Campus 

Worship Attendance 
(Average Weekly Attendance for the Month; for the Year) 
Does not include Easter ~ 124 N ~125 S ~ 325 Beach or  

Christmas ~ 251 N ~ 105 S 

Sharing Reminder: 
When you, a loved one, or friend at Spirit of 

Grace is in the hospital or in need of care and 
support, please remember to contact the 

church office directly by phone 727-376-0919 
or email:  

churchoffice@soglutheran.org  or                
pastordave@sogluthern.org or                     

tlprrita@soglutheran.org  
Posting prayer & care needs on your personal 
facebook is just that -- a personal post to your 
family and friends.  If you want to initiate a visit 

or prayers from your church family, the per-
sonal facebook post doesn’t substitute for noti-

fying the church office, which leads to pas-
toral/lay visitation follow up &/or prayer chain.    

DONATIONS 
PLEASE call the church office before 

dropping off any items. Please consider 
donating to the Goodwill trailer at the 

South Campus. We do not have room for 
ANYTHING beyond Food Donations.  

 

NO donations will be taken at the 
South Campus for the time being.  

Anniversaries February 
Michael & Sally Ashley 2/4/1962 
Roger & JoAnne Grant 2/8/1964 

Bob & Ann Abbey    2/11/1995 
Everett & Lillian Nagelhout 2/16/45 

Pete & Theone Emslie     2/14/1989 
Dan & Donna Rinaldo     2/15/2014 
Craig & Connie Brooks 2/17/2001 

1/15 Carol Brennan 

1/17 Marcia Bartel 

 Darlene Daly 

1/20 Melissa Houzvicka 

 Karin Sheldon 

1/21 Marie Ban 

 Jeanne Yarnell 

1/22 Johnathon Boivin 

 Abbie Elliott 

1/23 Merrick Conaway 

 Dylan Kiwala 

1/27 Sue Sawotka 

1/30 Della Whitten 

1/31 Joanna Boivin 

 Salvatore Salvato 

Anniversaries January 
Milt & Marilyn Moll  1/1/1989 

Lamar & Mary Ann Weikel 1/16/1954 
Ron & Peg Beck  1/25/1954 
Les & Charlene Lee  1/27/1994 

Thank You 
 

I have been blessed with wonderful family 
and friends. We want to say thank you to 
our Christmas Angel. You will never know 
how much that meant to my family. Thank 

you from the Elliott Girls.  

2/2 James Droege 

 Audrey Moore 

 Elsie Werdin 

2/4 Angel Cook 

 Elaine Lorentzen 

2/6 Lamar Weikel 

2/7 Carolyn Dove 

2/9 Doris Wedegis 

2/10 Barbara Brink 

2/13 Ralph Kuhnert 

 Robert Marz 

2/14 Jack Smith 

2/16 Allen Hunt 

2/20 Ernie Jordan 

2/21 Sonja Zapka 

2/22 Catherine Smith 

2/24 Gabe Soto 

2/28 John Perantie 

 Sat 5:00 Sun 10:10 Sun 11:30 Total 

Avg Dec 2016 47 61 23 95 

Avg Dec 2015 31 67 18 116 

December SoG NORTH Campus 

 Sun 8:30 Sun 11:30 Total 

Avg Dec 2016 64 17 81 

Avg Dec 2015 64 30 94 

December SoG SOUTH Campus 
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Spirit of Grace Lutheran Church 
9525 Hudson Ave 
Hudson, FL  34667 

 

Purpose Statement: 
As Christ’s people in motion we connect,  

grow, and serve. 
 

Guiding Principles: 
Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior 

Be a Grace Place with open hearts. 
Share the Good News in meaningful ways 

Fully engaged ministry for all ages 
Celebrate LIFE: Living In Faith Everyday  

“Like” us on Facebook 
Spirit of Grace - ELCA - West Pasco  
“Follow” us on Twitter 
@SoGLutheran 

Check out our website  
to stay informed!www.soglutheran.org 
“Follow” us on Instagram 
 SoGLutheran 


