
  

 

The GraceVine 
I am the vine, you are the branches. John 15:5 

   Published monthly for disciples and friends of Spirit of Grace 
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Fearless Generosity 

Fall focus on spiritual growth and 

giving continues the first 3 week-

ends in November studying Fear-

less Sowing, Fearless Serving and Fearless Living.  

Commitment Cards will be mailed for you to prayer-

fully determine your faith-filled fearless generosity 

response to God and bring to worship on November 

15/16.   

“Goin’ Out In Style” Workshop 
Saturday, Nov 8, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm  

SoG North  
($4.00 donation for lunch) 

Many times Pastors are with the spouse or family of 
a loved one who has died to begin planning their 

Celebration of Life service.  When it comes time to 
ask “what scripture”  or “what music” they would like, 
often they don’t know, are uncertain, and find it hard 

to focus on these things – they are thinking about 
their loved one!    

 

This workshop will provide the opportunity for you to 
start considering what scriptures & music are im-

portant to you!  There is a Celebration of Life service 
planning guide that will help.  Give your closest fami-
ly the gift of having already planned much of this ser-

vice!  We’ll have lunch together, identify important 
choice documents and hear about Legacy gifts.  

CONGRATULATIONS Spirit of Grace – A new congregational vision to guide mission and ministry was 
overwhelming adopted (yes – 131; no- 3; abstain – 3) Oct 18/19 as follows:   
(Remember Vision = Purpose + Guiding Principles + Time) 
 

Purpose:  As Christ’s people in motion we connect, grow, and serve. 
 

Guiding Principles: 
1.  Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior 
2.  Be a Grace Place with open hearts. 
3.  Share the Good News in meaningful ways 
4.  Fully engaged ministry for all ages 
5.  Celebrate LIFE: Living In Faith Everyday   
 

Tag Line:  The Grace Place 
 

Well Done Good and Faithful Servants:  Thanks be to God for all those 
who met, prepared, studied, prayed and participated in this spiritual growth and development process towards 
this new vision. 
 

It’s clear SoG folks want to be active and fully used by God following Jesus and engaging with God’s action in 
one another’s lives and in the world.  As Christ’s people in motion the next step will be taking a Spiritual 
Gifts Inventory.  All those who have email watch for this inventory coming in your email.  The inventory, 
originally from the ELCA website, can be filled in and emailed back.  The SoG deacons will process the invento-
ries and then call you for a meeting to discuss it; looking for how God has gifted you to be Christ’s people in 
motion, perhaps in some new ways at Spirit of Grace & in the communities.   – See Ephesians 4:15-16 
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Grief Support Group 
Sundays, 2:00 pm SoG North Campus 

Pastor Dave leads a weekly grief support group, EX-
CEPT for Sunday, November 30th (Thanksgiving 
Weekend) Please call Pastor Dave at (727) 247-

2982 for more info. 
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About Spirit of Grace 

 

 

Church Council  

Who To Contact   

 

We are a caring and welcoming congregation whose 
mission is: As Christ’s people in motion we connect, 
grow, and serve. 
 

We are ONE church  
with TWO worshiping campuses 

NORTH Campus & Office 
9525 Hudson Ave 
Hudson, FL 34667 
Worship  
  Saturday 5:00 pm (Contemporary) 
  Sunday 8:45 am (Contemporary)  
  11:15 am (Traditional) 
Sunday School Sunday 10:00 am  

SOUTH Campus 
8812 Old County Rd 54 
New Port Richey, FL 34653 
Worship  
  Sunday 8:45 am (Contemporary)  
                11:15 am (Traditional) 
Sunday School Sunday 9:00 am  
Adult Ed Sunday 10:00 am  

Mailing Address 9525 Hudson Ave 
Hudson, FL  34667 

 

Telephone 727-376-0919   
Fax:  877-647-1818  

www.soglutheran.org 

Pastoral Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Rita Gardner Tweed,  
Transition Lead Pastor 
     Ph: 813-230-4907 
     Email: tlprrita@soglutheran.org 
      
 

The Rev. Dave Kruger,  
Sr. Ministry & Spiritual Care 
     Ph: 727-247-2982 
     Email: pastordave@soglutheran.org 
     Pastor Dave works Tue, Thurs, & Sun Afternoon 

 

transition@soglutheran.org  
For transition emails ONLY 

Deb Boland, Parish Secretary, 727-376-0919 
churchoffice@soglutheran.org 
 

Lynn Blackwell, Financial Secretary, 727-376-0919 
bookkeeper@soglutheran.org 
 

Bob Sacco, North Musician 5:00 pm & 8:45 am  
services   727-815-5757  rmsaco55@aol.com 
 

Karen Pudleski, North Musician 11:15 am service 
(727) 944-5508   karen115@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Christina Brennan, South Musician 8:45 am service 
(727) 645-2571   christinab8766@yahoo.com 
 

Debbie Bryant, South Musician 11:15 am service  
727-967-5201  debenl@aim.com 
 

Janet Boland, Volunteer Coordinator, 727-207-7835 
janet@curlydog.com 

Paul Boivin  Vice President 727-389-5724 

Jim Clifford  Treasurer  727-863-0509 

Linda Duff    727-505-1932 

Beth Hollenberger  Secretary 727-484-2030 

Ken Key    813-416-8208 

Charlene Lee    727-844-0412 

Josh Soto  Youth Representative  727-375-0329 

Lou Vuozzo  President  727-389-2167 

Members 

Let Us Know   
Please let the church office know if someone is ill, 
hospitalized or in need spiritual care.  Hospitals do 
not call churches.  At times we do not find out 
someone is hospitalized until they are home.  
Telephone 727-376-0919. 

The deadline for the December issue  
of The GraceVine is November 21. 

Home Communion 
Spirit of Grace has a team of trained Home 
Communion Visitors. If you or a family  
member are not currently being visited and 
would like to receive a visit, please contact 
the church office at 376-0919. 

The next church council meeting will be on Tuesday, 
November 11, 7:00 pm at the NORTH Campus. 
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Pastor’s Note 
 

“Can We Talk . . . .?”  
In the famous words of the late Joan Rivers, known for being out-
spoken and brazen, “Can We Talk” about money in the church.    
“All the church wants is my money.”  I heard this said recently.    
Dear People of God at Spirit of Grace:   Can We Talk – really? -- 
all the church wants is my money, really?   
 

 “Can we talk once and for all, and get a faith centered, God cen-
tered orientation.  God is not interested in your money……God is 

interested in you!  The church – the living body of Christ in the world - does not 
want your money.  The church wants a connection with you!  In fact, the church wants you to GROW spiritual-
ly so that God becomes central in your life as God longs for and intends.  When our lives are God-centered, it 
means we have grown to understand the loving, close relationship that God wants to have with us, through 
Jesus Christ.  Everything you do, everything you manage, and everything you are flows from that central rela-
tionship which is the font of all blessing, life, grace, and love.    
 

The church then is a primary tool of love, used by God, to inspire, educate, and empower Christ followers to 
prioritize their lives in a way that honors and loves God, follows Jesus, and is empowered by the Holy Spirit 
for the sake of others.  The church wants you to GROW spiritually so that you see, believe, and live out the 
understanding that everything we are and everything we have is a gift from God on loan for our entire lives.   
God is the most fearless and loving giver of all.  Especially when you realize that God has chosen us to be 
the managers of all God has created!  You & I are called to be the best possible stewards or managers of 
what God has given AND that includes wanting and making it a priority to return thanks to God, so that this 
sacred ‘tool of God’ – the church – can thrive to worship and praise God & to grow people spiritually for God’s 
purposes.  
 

How are you doing in the joy of your relationship with God?  How about your management of what God has 
given you?  You are blessed to be a blessing; are you growing spiritually?  How are you connecting in order 
to invite spiritual growth – by regular participation in worship?  involved in a bible study?  Small group?  Serv-
ing?  What adjustments do you need to make in your schedule and resources so that God is central in your 
life management style and you can access all that God has for you?  Are you tithing or on the way to tithing 
by stepping up 1% or 2 % every time you make a spiritual financial commitment – because that’s where you 
want the relationship to be?  Tithing actually even makes us better managers of the remaining 90% -- Try 
God and see how amazingly this works.   
 

See you in Worship,  

Pastor Rita Gardner Tweed 

Transition Lead Pastor  

Thrivent Choice Dollars  
Calling all Thrivent Members:  If you have 
not already done so, please go on line to 
thrivent.com or call 800-847-4836 or come 
into the office for assistance and allocate your Choice 
Dollars for 2014 to Spirit of Grace.  
 

Thrivent Action Teams 
Calling all Thrivent Members:  Thrivent has a new    

program called Action Teams that we will be putting in 

motion asap!  If you are a Thrivent Member at South 

Campus, please plan to attend an Adult Forum         

between worship services on Sunday, Nov 9 to put 

several Action Teams in motion for a project at South 

Campus.  Thanks to Pam Perry for helping to lead the 

way on this project. Projects for North Campus will be 

underway asap, too.  

Celebration of Service for 
Christina Hill 
 

Thanks be to God for the 

love and faith of Christina Hill 

with the children, youth and 

families of Spirit of Grace, 

and before that at Joyful Spir-

it, serving as the Director of 

Youth and Family Ministries.  

Celebrations of Service will 

be Nov 1 & 2 at North Campus and Nov 16 at 

South Campus.    (This position has been discon-

tinued based on 3rd quarter financials showing 

$6400 monthly shortfall between income and    

expenses at SoG) 

DID YOU KNOW . . . . .  

That in the ELCA, the average giving  
In congregations is 1.8 percent of income. 
God calls disciples to so much more;  
Dream with God what congregations could do  
in Jesus’ name with average giving  
of 3%?  5%?  7%?  10%?  WOW! 
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You’ve Got Mail!   

Spirit of Grace has a mounted mail box or commu-
nication box at each campus.  The communication 
box is for you to provide ministry input &/or feed-

back, share ministry ideas, provide a ministry com-
pliment, ask questions, get information, generate a 
conversation on a ministry area/topic. Next to the 
communication box are note cards/pen-pencils to 

make sharing easier.   

You can also use the email:   
transition@soglutheran.org.  If you are providing 

feedback, also be sure to include your idea to make 
it better for next time.  Look for responses in the 

monthly newsletter. 

You’ve Got Mail Answers 
 

Q. “Dated Oct 5, 14:  The music at the 8:45 south campus was beautiful.” 
A. Good:  there are ongoing efforts to strike a good mix and a good balance.  These efforts will continue to 

making progress for the overall sound of the praise team. 
 

Q. “Thank you to Council and the Finance Team for your very hard work in maintaining the spending 
plan.  You have a very difficult job of keeping the church running with very little money.  Your ef-
forts are greatly appreciated.  May we all take these efforts and consider giving more next year.  
May God bless each of us and Spirt of Grace.” 

A. Thank you for these encouragements.  When everyone faithfully pulls together, amazing results for God 
will occur. 

 

Q. “Why did we add the new position of Volunteer/Project Coordinator if we cannot afford to have a 
cleaning service and a youth & family director?” 

A. Reminder:  This is a VOLUNTEER position and an excellent use of the gifts of this particular deacon.   
 

Q. “I would suggest in order to cut costs that Pastor Rita be live at one campus and, until we can af-
ford full TV coverage, she tape a sermon for the other service and let a deacon or lay leader do the 
service.” 

A. This creative option can be explored by the worship teams and council.  Something like this might be  
      possible; it would continue to reduce costs only making it necessary for a clergyperson to preside at Holy   
      Communion.  There are many models across the country that use technology to provide a preaching        
      experience in multiple locations.  It’s worth exploring given the financial frame of reference out of which  
      SoG is currently operating.   

Reminder:  It’s Part of Transition  
When individuals no longer fill the position of  
pastor, musician, or staff person, it is important to 
respect and honor that these individuals are no 
longer available to provide any of the functions of 
ministry that they previously provided through their 
position.  This can be especially challenging when 
beloved staff exit ministry positions and at the 
same time, this is a necessary part of transition for 
the congregation to move forward responding to 

God’s call to future mission and ministry.  New individuals 
are filling the positions of pastor, musicians, and staff, ready 
to be called upon as ministry partners with you and walk  
forward together as Spirit of Grace congregation.  

Thrivent Simply Giving     

Giving Simplified!  Spirit of 
Grace disciples now have the 
option of automatic giving for 

their tithes and offerings.  SOG 
is participating in Thrivent’s 

“Simply Giving” program. This means that members 
may choose to have their offerings automatically de-
ducted from a checking account, savings account, or 
a credit card. If you like to ‘get points’ on a particular 
credit card – Simply Giving is for you!  Once you sign 

up, your giving happens automatically, when you 
choose, for as long as you choose.   Authorization 

forms are available in the Narthex at BOTH Campus-
es. To turn in your forms, place in an envelope and 
place in the offering plate or drop off to the church 

office.  
 

There will also be cards available in the pews to add 
to the offering plate if you feel uncomfortable not put-

ting an envelope in each week.  

Pastor Dave’s Bible Study 
Nov. 4,  7 p.m. Tues, SoG NORTH 

 

The Tuesday evening Bible Study that Pastor 
Dave has led at North Campus will have an 
initial organizational meeting on Tuesday, 
Nov. 4, at 7:00 p.m.  What shall we study?  

Parables of Jesus?  One of Paul's Epistles?  
An Old Testament book?  A biblical theme 

like "Grace," “Forgiveness," "Love," or some-
thing else?  Is Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. still the 

best time to meet?  etc. 
 

        Everyone is invited and encouraged to 
attend so that we can plan a Bible study for 
the coming year that will be the best for the 

most people.  We need your "two cents 
worth!" as we work out the plan.  
See you there! ~ Pastor Dave 

mailto:transition@soglutheran.org
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The Soggies  
 SUNDAY SCHOOL ~ Sunday, Sundays at 9:00 SoG South chil-

dren come in to worship and leave with teachers after the Chil-
dren’s Message. They come into worship again for communion 
and then head back to their classrooms for closing. 10:00 am SoG 
North, Sunday School is held between Services.  

 Saturday.5 ~ 1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month, 5:00-7:30 pm 
SoG North Campus. This is a new way for the youth to get togeth-
er with worship, a meal, Confirmation & Youth activities!   

 CONFIRMATION ~ 1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month after the 5:00 Worship @ SoG North. It will start 
with worship at 5:00, then a meal & small groups. Ending at 7:30 pm.  

 VOLUNTEERING ~ Metropolitan Ministries the 4th & 5th Tuesdays of the month 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm. 
Spirit of Grace will be helping serve meals at their location in New Port Richey. All ages from Spirit of Grace 
are welcome to come and help! Each person must bring $5 to help cover expenses.  

 CRUISE RAFFLE ~ Cruise raffle tickets are available for the youth to sell to raise money for the     
National Youth Gathering, Call the church office to get your tickets. Drawing will be held on Sunday,        
December 14, 2014.  

For more information about these events, please call the Church Office @ 727-376-0919 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

The church office will 
be closed on Thursday 

& Friday, November 27 
& 28 in honor of Thanksgiving.  

In case of an emergency, please call  
Pastor Rita at 813-230-4907. 

Want to Win a Cruise for 2 ? 
 

The youth are having a raffle to win a cruise for 2! Tickets are only 
$20 for a chance to win a cruise voucher worth $750 for any 

cruise! The drawing for the winner will take place on Dec 14, 2014 
and you don’t have to be present to win. This is to help raise mon-
ey for the National Youth Gathering mission trip to Detroit in 2015. 

Christmas Program Info 
Looking for actors, singers and technical support for SoG's  

Christmas Musical. We will be performing an intergenerational  
program so all ages are welcome! If you cannot make the meeting 

and are interested in participating, please contact  
Darlene Daly at  belladaly07@gmail.com or  

Christina Brennan at christinab8766@yahoo.com 
Watch announcement sheet for more details  

as they become available. 

Confirmation & Youth News: 
We met Chief Mark, Emmanuel and John from Metropolitan 
Ministries on Tuesday, Oct 28 when SoG Confirmands and 
Youth with a few adults began serving meals at Metropolitan 
Ministry in their new facility at Hwy 19 & Moog Rd.  We 
shared the serving with conference (& neighbor) congrega-
tion Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Palm Harbor.   
 

If you are interested in also coming to serve, contact Pr. Rita.  

SoG with LCR serves every 4th Tuesday of the month as well 

as 5th Tuesdays when they occur.  Everyone who attends 

provides a $5.00 contribution to share the cost of the provided meals with Metropolitan Ministries and LCR.  

It’s a great way to teach our youth about serving and generosity!   
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Book Discussion Group 
8 WEEK BIBLE STUDY:  Making Sense of Scripture 

Do you have questions about the Bible? Pastor David J. Lose maintains that “questions are an intimate part 
of the life of faith”. Pastor Lose wants us to engage in a “kitchen table” conversation regarding seven major 

questions about the Bible. Here are some of the questions we will address: 
What is the Bible?   Is the Bible true?  How is the Bible the Word of God?  Where did the Bible come from?   

Is there a “Center” to Scripture?  How can I read the Bible with quality understanding?   
What kind of authority does the Bible hold? 

Come and join us on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm at SoG SOUTH Campus for this interesting 8 week study.  
Call Janet Boland for more information about this study 727-207-7835. 

10:00 am at the Center for Independ-
ence bldg. (across the parking lot)  

SoG South 
The Jesus Quiz Come and learn what Je-
sus really did say in the bible. You may be 

surprised! For more information, please 
call Janet Boland  (727) 207-7835 

Sunday, 10:00 am SoG South, Sanctuary 
The wired word takes news articles ripped from the headlines 

and allows us to take God's word and apply it to today's is-
sues.  If you are interested in joining in an open discussion and 
learning how to apply Biblical principles to current events hap-
pening in our lives today, this is the class for you!  Please join 

us! All are welcome!      

Adult Education Classes  
The Wired Word                        Sunday Adult Ed 

Women’s Monthly Bible Study 

Women of Grace Bible Studies theme is “Transforming Life and Faith” 
 

November ~ Transformation takes time 
December ~ Faith in the Family 
January ~ Repent and Forgive 

February ~ Making Conversion Last  

 

MORNING Women's Bible Study— Tuesday, November 4, 10:00 am, SoG South Campus (1st Tuesday of 
the month) Call Church office for info, 727-376-0919.  
 

AFTERNOON Women's Bible Study—Tuesday, November 18, 1:00 pm at someone’s home. (4th Tuesday 
of the month) Call Mae Haines at 727 863-4329 for location.    

March ~ Suffering and Endurance 
April ~ Inspired by the Risen Lord 
May ~ The Church Transforming and Reforming. 

Third Thursday 
Thursday, November 20, 1:00 pm SoG South Campus 

Come and join us for lunch, program, and fellowship. A representative from an Assisted Living Facility will be 
there to answer your questions. Suggested donation for lunch is $4. Sign up sheets are located in the narthex. 

Graceful Seniors Planning Committee 
Our next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, November 11, 1:30 pm, SoG South Campus 

Graceful Seniors Event 
Holly Jolly Christmas with the 42nd Street Band 

December 10 @ 2:00 pm, Richey Suncoast Theater  
Tickets are $12 a person. Please contact Will & Homai Patel at 727-375-8611 for more details. 
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Quilting Ministries At Spirit of Grace 

Sew And Sews  
 

The Sew and Sews quilting ministry will resume on Thursdays at 9:30 am at the NORTH Campus.  
This ministry will start back up soon.  This quilting group makes quilts that are distributed all over the world 

through Lutheran World Relief. For more information see www.lwr.org or call the church office. 

        Prayers & Squares 
Prayers and Squares will resume meeting at the North Campus on Monday Nov.         at 6:45 
pm. The purpose of Prayers and Squares is to promote prayer through the use of 
quilts. Our motto is: "It's not about the quilt: it's all about the prayers". We are in need of vol-
unteers at both campus’.  You need not be a seamstress to be part of our ministry basic sew-
ing skills is all that is needed. 
 

How to Give a Gift of Prayer in the Form of Quilt?  
It is NOT appropriate to surprise someone with a prayer quilt. You must first ask the person you are consid-
ering giving this gift of prayer to if they would accept it. You then respect their answer. To request a quilt 
please fill out a form that is located in the Narthex of each Campus.  

REHEARSAL TIMES BY CAMPUS 
SOUTH Campus    NORTH Campus   
 

Praise Team - Thursdays, 8:00 pm  Praise Team - Wednesdays 6:30 pm 
 

Chancel Choir - Thursdays 5:30 pm  Chancel Choir - Thursdays 6:30 pm 

 
We offer Chancel Choirs that sing at the Traditional Services. We would like to invite anyone who loves to 
sing praises to God and singing in a choir to join! The South Choir is directed by Debbie Bryant 727-967-5201 
 

The NORTH Campus Praise Team sing at both Saturday 5:00 pm and Sunday 8:45 am services and is  
directed by Bob Sacco (727) 815-5757. The Praise Team at the SOUTH Campus sings at the Sunday 8:45 
am service and is directed by Christina Brennan. Both teams offer different musical styles, reaching out to 
multiple generations and are always looking for additional singers and instrumentalists. 
 
 

The Grace-Full Liturgical Dancers share their gifts of dance several times a year. All levels of  
experience are welcome. Please contact Deb Boland 727-376-0919 if you are interested.  

Cleaning the church buildings begins Nov 1 
Thanks to Eric Reisner and Mark Abrahamson who have agreed to being Cleaning 
Coordinators having oversight of congregations cleaning of the facilities.  Sign-ups 
continue and folks are being scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Saturday mornings of the 
month; different teams at each facility.  Thanks to Deacon Janet Boland,  
VOLUNTEER Volunteer/Project Coordinator, for setting up the first schedule.    
(This cleaning service has been discontinued based on 3rd quarter financials showing 

$6400 monthly shortfall between income and expenses at SoG.  Stacey Whittaker 

has been cleaning the facilities since Spirit of Grace began and Joyful Spirit since 

2000.  We thank her for her good work.   
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Spirit of Grace Lutheran Church 
9525 Hudson Ave 
Hudson, FL  34667 

 

Guiding Principles: 
 

Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior 
Be a Grace Place with open hearts. 

Share the Good News in meaningful ways 
Fully engaged ministry for all ages 

Celebrate LIFE: Living In Faith Everyday  


